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fdtsa'btlrty' is a socwtal tmposztto,n on 'people who have,

By Neblyu Suleyman by L

tmpawments makmg 1t more dtfftcult for peoplé’ to do
certain dctivities or interact wtth the world around X
them. D’tsab%llttes are very common in Afrtca nowadays; 10% | |
of the general Afmcan populatton ctre having disabilities, :::;__-_;; i
but possibly as high as 20% i1 the poorer regions. The vast ¥ |
'ma]omty of Afmcans with disabilittes are excluded from - ?
schools awd opportunities to work thually guaranteeing
‘tilat they avill live out their lives (& the poorest of the poor. p=
In addition, School enrollimment fer the disabled-is estimated

. to be 5%-10%. e s b e

The development@f astronomy and space scwnce in Afmca &
"has grown szgmftcantly over the past few years Af'mccm : -
countmes have recégmzed t‘he potentm[ of astronomy to L >

fitribute, to educatton and cr'eatmg a better world: - o
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1 detmduals with dtsabtltttes are under afeprésented"/
i : L s . Access;btltty SR AT .

__onomy programs and pr’ofesswgs To ]f,utflll this
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_. %}tml astronomymust b‘f’ acceSmble to'fe}feryone, famlttate access to Astronomtcal resources’ ‘and cafree_rs for peoplg wtth dtsabthttes in. -
_._r»eg. 'rdless of background r—le ' m‘hg stytes,gr @blllty By Africa O e L e . f Ty e R S 2
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of ast’r%n?m'y ca;@» h;ekp

%ha’s AGCESS: to_ accesszb'tllty gaps .For mstance we havef three cases of dlsabtltty that are common in ® -
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There are many effectwe low tech solutwns that can b'mdge;the commumcatton and - g

ensure that everyone tntereéte-

and, technologtcal resour,ce:-;;,
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ct)As'tfronOmy educatton labs have been letckmg resources to accommodate students wtt‘h
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2 fg%;sual tm 'awments

a)I—Itgh shohtage of mt“"elhgent powe&g vhee
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b) Few suppdrtmg hands to ﬁel*p*‘fygzm in space outreach events

s Aiie m0a o ikl Conclusion
We must continue to increase the understanding of factors affecting the under-
representation of individuals with disabilities.Individuals with disabilities can be
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empowered with opportunities to apply their skills in efforts to promote the
participation in science, engineering, and mathematics academic programs and
careers.We should aim of developing new strategies and resources to promote the access

to Astronomy, both at the professional and outreach levels Implement creative programs
to address problems, and share successful practices. The road to inclusion is not an easy
one; it involves change of attitudes, change of values, change of teacher training
programmes and change of school systems.Most of all ,we African need to avoid wars
that mainly lead for people to be disabled and resolve our problems peacefully

"My advice to other disabled people would be, concentrate on things your disability doesn't
prevent you doing well, and don't regret the things it interferes with. Don't be disabled in
| spirit, as well as physically,” Steven Hawking
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